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A summer Institute of International 
Relations similar in some respects to 
that at Williamstown is announced by 
the University of Chicago, June 24- 
July 18. For information, address PRor. 
QUINCY WRIGHT, Executive Secretary of 
the Harris Foundation Committee, Uni- 
versity of Chicago. F. P. A. members 
are eligible. 
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AN AMERICAN SUGGESTION 





Tz COUNCIL of the League of Na- 
tions at its June meeting took action 
of an unprecedented nature in deciding 
unanimously to submit as an official docu- 
ment of the League a report on the limita- 
tion of armaments prepared by an Amer- 
ican committee of private citizens. The 
action of the Council was doubtless part- 
ly due to the list of distinguished Ameri- 
cans who have cooperated in the prepara- 
tion of the document. The group consists 
of Dr. James T. Shotwell, General Tasker 
H. Bliss, Dr. Isaiah Bowman, Dr. Joseph 
P. Chamberlain, Professor John Bates 
Clark, Dr. Stephen P. Duggan, General 
James G. Harbord, Frederick P. Keppel, 
David Hunter Miller and Dr. Henry S8. 
Pritchett. 

A personal link between this group and 
influential personages in Europe was furn- 
ished by the fact that Dr. Shotwell had 
discussed the problems in question with 
responsible European statesmen, cabinet 
members, military and naval experts and 
other important personages in France, 
England, Belgium, Italy, Germany, Aus- 
tria, Hungary and Czecho-Slovakia. 

The American group was of course en- 
tirely unofficial, composed of private citi- 
zens who were deeply interested in the 
formulation of a world policy on disarma- 
ment and national security in which other 
nations than those within the League 
might have full participation. 

It was at once evident that the starting 
point for the discussion of this problem 
in America was fundamentally different 
from the basis of European discussion. In 
the United States the main interest lies in 
policies of disarmament and the “out- 
lawry of war’; in Europe, especially on 
the Continent, and more especially in these 
post-war years, the problem of national 
security takes precedence. 





The task of the American committee 
was to harmonize these two divergent 

ints of view and, ultimately, a draft 

reaty was drawn up. The Treaty, which 
the Council is now circulating to the fifty- 
four governments of the League of Na- 
tions, offers for the first time in the history 
of international] relations a comprehensive 
definition of aggression, and, at the same 
time, outlaws the aggressor. 

The complete text of this draft Treaty, 
together with an illuminating commentary 
in which Dr. Shotwell has collaborated, is 
being printed in pamphlet form by the 
F. P. A., and will be sent to members with- 
inafew days. Additional copies are avail- 
able this week at cost, $20 per thousand, 
and should be ordered promptly. 


Professor Shotwell explained the plan 
briefly to the representatives of a number 
of national organizations at the F. P. A. 
offices last Monday. In every practicable 
way the F. P. A. is endeavoring to bring 
this plan to the attention of large national 
groups with a view to its study and dis- 
cussion. 


Other League Activities 


HE COUNCIL of the League of Na- 

tions at its meeting last week un- 
der the chairmanship of Dr. Benes de- 
cided to postpone until the meeting of 
the Assembly in September, further con- 
sideration of the problem of the extension 
of the principles of the Washington Na- 
val Treaty to other countries which did 
not participate in the American Confer- 
ence. It has been found impossible to 
reconcile the principles of the Washing- 
ton agreement, (1) the acceptance of 
the status quo as the basis of naval re- 
ductions and (2) a naval holiday, with 
the principle urged by some of the states, 
notably Brazil, that regard must be paid 








to national security and the essential 
needs of states. This latter principle is 
obviously so indefinite as to make any 
agreement very difficult if not impossible. 

The Council refused to release Austria 
from League control or to fix the date 
when the services of the Commissioner, 
Dr. Zimmerman, should terminate, on the 
theory that although there has been a 
vast improvement in the Austrian situ- 
ation, conditions do not yet justify the 
ending of the budgetary and other forms 
of supervision. , 

Mr. Jeremiah Smith, Jr., American 
League Commissioner for Hingary, made 
his first report to the Council. He an- 
nounced rapid progress towards the reor- 
ganization of Hungary’s finances. The 
proposed international loan of $50,000,000 
which is to complete the stabilization of 
the currency and the balancing of the bud- 
get has not yet been underwritten. 

The recent protest of Germany against 
the continuance of French troops in the 
Saar Valley was formally brought be- 
fore the Council. Action was postponed 
until the August session but a resolution 
was passed expressing satisfaction with 
the Saar Governing Commission in hav- 
ing increased the local gendarmerie, 
which is a step towards meeting the 
German desire that local forces only 
should be utilized. 

More important, as pointing towards 
possible League supervision of Ger- 
many’s armaments, was the passage 
of a resolution strongly endorsed by 
Lord Parmoor on behalf of Great Britain, 
asking the League Permanent Advisory 
Commission on Armaments to draw up a 
technical plan for armament control which 
the Council could adopt if and when Ar- 
ticle 213 of the Treaty of Versailles. be- 
comes effective. By this article Germany 
agrees to submit to any investigation 
which the Council of the League of Na- 
tions, acting, if need be, by a majority, 
may consider necessary. 

Carrying out the suggestion of the 
American delegation at the recent League 
conferences on the international control of 
opium, the Council authorized a new in- 
vestigation of the amounts of opium and 
cocaine essential for the world’s medicinal 
and scientific needs. This data is accord- 
ing to the American plan to be made the 
basis of the proposed Opium Convention. 

The Council also approved the establish- 
ment of an Intelligence Bureau at Singa- 
pore for combating epidemics in the Far 
East and expressed the Health Commit- 
tee’s thanks to the Rockefeller Foundation 
for furnishing the funds necessary. The 
Foundation is also paying the expenses in- 
volved in the interchange of the public 
health personnel. 

Interesting as an example of League 
technique was the decision of the Council 
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to ask the Permanent Court of Interna. 
tional Justice to give a decision on the 
frontier dispute between Albania and Jugo-. 
Slavia, which had been referred to the 
League by the Council of Ambassadors as 
possibly threatening the disturbance of 
peace. 

Last week at Geneva the annual Inter. 
national Labor Conference also began its 
sessions under the leadership of Hjalmar 
Branting, Swedish statesman and Labor 
leader. 


MacDonald and Herriot 


HE week-end conference of the Brit- 

ish and French Premiers was sum. 
marised in the following official communi- 
cation issued by the British Foreign Of.- 
fice, June 22: 


A meeting between the French and Brit 
ish Prime Ministers was held at Chequers 
Saturday and Sunday. Friendly and in- 
formal discussions took place on several! 
questions which arose out of the Dawes re- 
port and measures to be taken in order to 
put it into execution. No definite con- 
clusions could, of course, be arrived at 
pending consultations with the Itulian and 
Belgian Governments. 

The conversations revealed a_ general 
agreement between the French and British 
points of view and on the part of the two 
Prime Ministers a common determination 
to meet the difficulties which beset their 
countries, and, indeed, the whole world, by 
continuous cooperation. It was agreed <ha‘, 
subject to the convenience of the other Al- 
lies, a conference should be held in London 
not later than the middle of July for the 
purpose of definitely settling the procedure 
to be adopted. 

The two Prime Ministers agreed to pay 
a brief visit to Geneva together at the open- 
ing of the Assembly of the League of Na- 
tions in September next. 


Two tangible and hopeful results are ob- 


vious. The inter-allied conference will of- 
fer an excellent opportunity to agree upon 
a working basis for putting the Dawes re- 
port into effect. It is to be hoped that 
the United States will accept the British 
invitation to send representatives to the 
conference. The presence of the two 
Prime Ministers at the Assembly will do 
more than increase the prestige of the 
League. It will give concrete evidence 
that the Great Powers are beginning to 
turn towards Geneva for the settlement of 
serious problems. 


Smuts Defeated 


HE ELECTIONS in South Africa last 

week, as was not unexpected, resulted 
in the victory for the Nationalist-Labor 
Coalition. As a result General Smuts re- 
signed as Prime Minister and has been re- 
placed by Hertzog, Nationalist leader. 
However, in view of Labor’s opposition to 
independence, it is unlikely that the Na- 
tionalists will be able to move towards 
withdrawal from the Empire without an- 
other election on that specific issue. 
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